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2 ï Family Building Inspection Report 
  

                      Customer Name:  Richard Westervelt   

                                   Address: 25 Adams Street          

                              Winsted, CT 06098 

        

                      Telephone:  866-877-7348                     

                 Fax/ E-Mail:  rwestervelt@insideandoutinspection.com 

      Address of Building Inspected: 

  288 Main Street 

  Winsted, CT 06098      

 
        Inspection Date: 06-23-11              Start Time: 12:00 PM 

 

 
 

Inside & Out Home Inspection 
25 Adams Street 

Winsted, CT 06098 
860-379-3805 

866-877-7348 (Toll Free) 
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INSPECTION DETAIL LIST  
 

This Section Contains All Deficiencies or Problems Found During Our Inspection: 

¶ Some are safety related and should be repaired. 

¶ Some may be serious requiring a more costly or immediate repair. 

¶ Some are not serious now but should be monitored over time. 

¶ Some are minor with the repair cost very low. 

¶ Some are cosmetic; you may choose never to repair them. 

¶ Some are advice to improve the quality and comfort of the building.  

¶ Any Verbal Comments Made During Our Inspection are Not Part of Our Inspection Report. 

The purpose of our inspection is to make you aware of the condition of the building. We include items in 

our report that will improve the quality of the property to improve its appearance and increase its value. 

Our inspection list is not intended to be presented to the Seller of the property and have all items corrected 

before the purchase of the property.  
 

The content of this report describes the condition of the building only on the day of the inspection. Our 

inspection focuses on existing or potential problems with the building. We do not specifically make 

comments noting positive aspects or features of the building.  We look past housekeeping and personal 

items in the building and do not report on them unless they affect our ability to inspect or have affected 

the condition of the building. Due to liability concerns, we do not recommend that repairs be made by 

you. 
 

The Building Inspection Contract and State of Connecticut Home Inspector Statutes are a part of this 

inspection report.  
 

Recommendations concerning safety issues, items that effect daily occupancy of the 

building or items of immediate concern are in bold type. Additional recommendations 

are at the end of the list. 
 

( * )    HAVE THIS ITEM CORRECTED BY AN APPROPRIATE LICENSED OR QUALIFIED CONTRACTOR . 

GREEN TYPE INDICATES ITEMS THAT WOULD IMROVE THE ENE RGY EFFICIENCY OF THE  

BUILDING IF THEY WERE CORRECTED.  
 

Note: Left and right viewed facing the building from the street. 

 

Unit Number Designation 

Unit #1 ï 1
st
 Floor                                                 

Unit #2 ï 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 Floors 

Property  (Includes Grading, Driveways, Sidewalks, Patios, Shrubs & Trees, Retaining Walls)  

 

1. Tree limbs contact electric power and telephone wires from the street. Have trimmed to 

avoid unwanted outages. *  
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2. Tree limbs overhang and contact the building on both sides. This increases gutter 

maintenance and shortens roof life. Have trimmed. Expect expenses of $600. *  

 

 

3. The trunk of the large tree at the right-front corner of the property is decayed. This tree 

could fall on the building. Installing a cable in the tree will extend the treeôs life and limit 

possible damage to buildings. * 

 

 

4. Low ground elevation is present along the foundation on the right and rear sides. Water 
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drains against the foundation and enters the basement. Water puddling in the driveway at 

the rear drains directly into the basement. Water was running across the basement floor at 

the time of the inspection. Correcting this condition is problematic and costly. Portions of 

the asphalt driveway will have to be removed and proper grading established at the rear to 

eliminate drainage into the basement. Have this work done by a competent Paving 

Contractor. Correct grading so ground pitches away from the foundation 3ò/5 feet of 

distance from the foundation. Grading in lawns should be maintained with compacted soil, 

not mulch or gravel. *  

 

 

 

Building Exterior     (Includes Porches, Decks, Doors, Windows, Siding & Trim) 

 

1. Holes are present through siding that extends into the basement at the left-front and right -

rear. These appear to be from pipes for previously installed oil tanks. This allows 

unnecessary cold air entry into the building. Seal openings. 
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2. Soffit trim is decayed on the left side of the front porch. Roof shingles are damaged above 

this area. This may allow water to drain behind soffit trim causing this decay. 

 

 

3. Lattice along the front porch is damaged at the front. Lattice contacts soil. Wood/soil 

contact promotes wood decay and wood destroying insect activity. 

4. OSB (oriented strand board) is installed for decking on the 2
nd

 level front porch. This will 

swell and deteriorate with repeated water exposure. 
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5. Mold stains are present on siding. ñJo-Maxò and ñClorox Outdoorsò are products effective in 

removing mold and stains. 

5. Paint is peeling on some exterior building trim. The ñchecker-boardingñ peeling pattern indicates 

paint is lead based. 

               Information on painting and paint problems can be found at this Website:                  
                    http://www.sherwin-williams.com/pro/problem/problems/index.jsp 

6. The front porch light was not functional. Check bulb. Switches, wiring or the fixture may be 

defective. 

7. At least 6 window screens are missing and 3 screens are damaged. 

 

Roofs & Gutters 

 

1. The main roof appeared in satisfactory condition but is older. The sheen from rain water 

prevented an accurate inspection of the roof. It appeared in the last ¼ of its life. Its remaining life 

expectancy was not determined. Leaks can occur at any time through the roof or any flashing. 

Leaks into the interior of the building can occur in winter weather from ice damming and damage 

sheetrock and ceilings. Replacement of this roof will be costly. Expect expenses of $15,000-

$18,000. * 

2. The roof on the rear common entry leaks into the 2
nd

 level porch. It appears leaks are near 

wood nailed onto this roof. The proper repair is replacing the roof, not removing the wood 

and patching it. Have repaired by a Roofing Contractor. *  

 

http://www.sherwin-williams.com/pro/problem/problems/index.jsp
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3. The gutter on the upper right side sags at the inside corner and drains onto the lower porch 

roof. This gutter needs to be reinstalled to restore proper drainage. Have repaired by a 

Gutter or Roofing Contractor. *  

 

 

4. All gutters discharge against the foundation. Water drains directly against the foundation 

and enters the basement. Correct grading around the foundation and extend discharges as 

far as possible from the foundation.  

5. All building gutters are plugged with debris. They overflow and drain against the 

foundation. This causes water to enter the basement. Have gutters professionally cleaned. *  

6. The gutter drain pipe is resting on the roof on the right side of the 2
nd

 level porch. This can 

cause a roof leak. Repair. 

 

Basement  

 

1. Lighting i s not installed in the basement stairwell. The switch for basement lighting is 

located at the bottom of the basement stairwell. This creates a fall hazard. *  

2. A handrail is not installed on the basement stairs. This is a fall hazard.  

3. The incorrect passlock is installed on the interior basement entry door. It does not engage. This 
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door rubs the jamb and is difficult to open. 

4. Plaster is missing from walls in the basement stairwell. 

5. Insulation tape installed on heating ducts is asbestos based. Consider the remediation 

alternatives if it is removed. Inhaling asbestos fibers is a health hazard. 

 

 

6. Water was running into the basement over the rear entry door threshold at the time of the 

inspection. Water was also leaking into the basement along the right wall. It appeared the 

basement has been wet for many years. Mold is growing on floor beams in most areas of the 

basement. The present owner has done nothing to eliminate water entry into the basement. 

These conditions will worsen with time.  
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7. The floor was rebuilt under the 1
st
 floor bathroom. This work was poorly done. A floor joist 

was cut to install the bathtub. Other framing was installed to reinforce the floor. Wood 

ñsisteredò to original beams is insufficiently nailed. One newer beam is supported by a 

basement window frame, not the foundation. One beam is not nailed to adjoining wood. 
 

 

Mold 
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8. The sump pump was not functional. It is wired with an extension cord from the rear of the 

basement. A permanent outlet should be installed above the sump pump. * 

 

 

9. Bricks are deteriorated near floor level on brick building support columns. 

 

 

No Nails 



                                                          Inside & Out Home Inspection, Winsted, CT 06098                                                              

 

Report: Sample Inspection Report - Multi -Family                                                                                          

12                                                                                
                                                  

10. All basement windows have wood installed over them. Wood on the window next to the 

electrical panel can be easily removed from the exterior allowing unwanted individuals to 

enter the building. 

 

Proper grading around foundations is important to reduce basement 
moisture and water entry. Grading around the foundation should pitch 
away from the foundation 3ó/5 feet in all areas. All gutters should 
discharge as far as possible away from the foundation. Water and moisture 
enters basements with all concrete, block, stone and brick foundations. 
Although water may not be visible in a basement it leaks through mortar 
joints, wicks through concrete, stone s, bricks and blocks and enters a 
basement. Many basements require a dehumidifier to prevent moisture 
accumulation and reduce odors. Water entering the basement is trapped 
inside the building. It travels from the basement upward into the living area 
and th e attic. If attic ventilation is poor or non -existent, water is trapped 
inside the building. Poor ventilation can cause mold growth in the 
basement, living area and attic. If you are concerned about mold or the 
possible  presence of mold in this building y ou should have an inspection 
conducted by a Certified Mold Remediation Company.  

 

   Smoke & Carbon Monoxide (CO) Detectors 

 

1. A smoke detector is not installed in the basement. 

 

Attic,  Insulation & Building Ventilation  

 

1. It appeared insulation is not installed in any walls. Open walls at the basement sill beam did 

not have any visible insulation. 

2. The 3
rd

 floor of this building has been finished into living area. The quality of renovations to 

visible portions of the building indicates that insulation was probably not installed in the 

attic. Heat loss through the attic is the largest heat loss in a building after infiltration 

through cracks in other areas of the building.  

3. There is no access into the upper attic. It was not inspected. 
 

            Older buildings and some newer buildings do not have ventilation installed 
or have inadequate ventilation in attics, roofs and soffits. These buildings 
usually have stone, block or brick foundations that allow water to 
penetrate the foundation. This can al so occur with concrete foundations. 
Although water may not be visible in a basement it leaks through mortar 
joints, wicks through concrete, stones, bricks and blocks and enters the 
building. Operating a dehumidifier reduces, but does not prevent, 
moisture accumulation and odors. Moisture entering a building with poor 
ventilation is trapped in the building. Moisture travels from the basement 
upward into the living area and into  the attic. If an older building with poor 
ventilation has been insulated that mak es moisture retention worse. 
Recommendations to improve grading and gutter discharge locations 
should be followed. Attic and roof ventilation should be increased. Poor 
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ventilation can cause mold growth in the basement, living area and attic. If 
you are con cerned about mold or the possible presence of mold in this 
building you should have an inspection conducted by a Certified Mold 
Remediation Company.  
 

Chimney 

 

1. A large portion of the chimney above the roofline has deteriorated and is missing. It is likely 

most bricks from this portion of the chimney have fallen into the base of the chimney. There 

is no cleanout door in the base of the chimney. The level of debris visible at gaps at flue 

connections indicates the level of debris in the base of the chimney is at or above flue 

connections for water heaters and the furnace. The chimney needs to be rebuilt at least from 

the roofline up. It may need repairs below the roofline. A flue liner needs to be installed and 

proper connections for furnaces and water heaters made. The base of the chimney needs to 

be cleaned out. Expect expenses of $3500+. This repair should be made by a Chimney 

Mason. * 

 

 

2. Bricks are deteriorated at the base of the chimney. Make this repair when the top of the 

chimney is repaired. *  
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3. Flue connections for water heaters and the 1
st
 floor furnace are not sealed. The connection 

for the 2
nd

 floor furnace flue connection is also open. Flue gas can enter the building though 

these openings. Carbon monoxide can cause the death of occupants of the building. * 

 

 

 

4. The base of the chimney is plugged with ash and debris. The level of this debris extends over 

flue connection into the chimney adversely affecting the operation of gas appliances. Clean 

the base of the chimney. 
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Common Entries 

 

1. A ceiling light with a pullchain switch is installed for lighting in the rear entry porch. This 

cannot be operated from floor level. Install properly switched lighting. * 

2. Gaps are present around front and rear exterior entry doors to common entries. This allows 

unnecessary cold air infiltration into the building. 

3. A new door was installed on the front of the building. Older trim on the jamb was not removed. It 

is very close to the door knob making opening the door difficult. 

 

 

4. A padlock is installed on the front common entry. It was not determined if the entry lock is 

functional. 

5. The entry lock on the rear entry door does not engage. This door has been poorly installed. 

The door jamb was previously damaged and was not properly repaired before the door was 

installed. There are only 2 hinges installed on the door. There should be 3.  

6. Functional lighting is not installed  in  the  stairwell to the 2
nd

 level in the rear common 

entry. *  

7. The handrail is loose in the stairwell to the 2
nd

 level in the rear common entry. 

8. The deadbolt lock is out of alignment and does not engage on the entry door to Unit #2 in the 

front common entry. 

9. Lighting is not installed in the stairwell to the 2
nd

 level in the front common entry. *  
 

   Smoke & Carbon Monoxide (CO) Detectors 
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1. Functional smoke detectors are installed in common entries. 

Have All Smoke Detectors Operational Before Occupying The Building 

Common Electrical, Heat & Plumbing  (Items a Plumber, Electrician or Heating Contractor Would Repair) 

 

1. It appears all mechanical, electrical and plumbing improvements made to this building have 

been done without proper Building Permits. Most work has been poorly completed. 

2. GFI protection is not present on the rear exterior outlet. *  

3. Emergency shut off switches are not installed for furnaces. These should be located near the 

basement entry door. * 

4. Active knob and tube wiring is present in the basement. Connections at the rear of the 

basement have been made to a doorbell transformer and are not in an electrical enclosure. 

 

 

5. Exposed wiring in the basement has been poorly installed. Its installation has a ñdo-it -

yourselfò appearance. 

6. Two openings from the building waste pipe are present in the basement. This allows sewer 

gas to enter the building. 

 

 

7. The cover is broken on the switch for basement lights. 

8. Older, non-functional light switches are present at the top of the basement stairwell. 

Remove. 










































